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The Gulf In-Depth Executive Learning
Program (GID) took place from October
6 to 10 in Riyadh at the Gulf Research
Center’s office, bringing together 20
participants from 18 different countries.
This week-long program aimed to
deepen participants’ understanding of
the key strategic aspects shaping the
Arabian Gulf and its global interactions.
It facilitated comprehensive discussions
on the dynamic transformations
occurring within the Gulf
emphasizing the importance of
regional cooperation and the evolving

geopolitical landscape.

region,

Spanning five days, the program
featured 14 sessions that addressed
a wide array of present-day political,
security, and socioeconomic changes in
the Gulf, with key themes covered each
day. The first day focused on The Gulf
in Transition, exploring current political
their implications
for governance and stability. The
second day featured discussions on
The Political in the
Gulf Region, including the political
position of the Gulf in a new world
order, public policy formulation in the

dynamics and

Environment
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region, and an outlook on the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC). The third
day examined The Gulf Economy,
highlighting trends, diversification
efforts, and growth opportunities. The
fourth day addressed Gulf Foreign and
Security Issues, discussing regional
security challenges and the geopolitical
landscape. Finally, the fifth day focused
on The Gulf Moving Forward, with
sessions dedicated to climate change
and the role of the media in shaping
perceptions of the region.
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DAY ONE: THE GULF IN TRANSITION

On the first day, the program opened
with a keynote address by H.E. Jasem
Mohamed AlBudaiwi, Secretary General
of the Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf, who articulated the
significance of collaboration among
GCC states and highlighted the Gulf’s
increasing prominence on the global
stage, setting the tone for critical
engagement with pressing regional
issues.

remarks, H.E.
AlBudaiwi expressed gratitude for the

In  his welcoming
opportunity to address the participants
andthanked Dr. Abdulaziz Sagerand the
Gulf Research Center for organizing the
program, emphasizing its importance
in fostering a deeper understanding
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of the Gulf region. His Excellency
highlighted the GCCs stability as
a reliable global energy supplier
while acknowledging the challenges
faced, praising the organization’s
commitment to peace, respect for
international law, and sustainable
development for future generations.
H.E. AlBudaiwi shared insights into
the region»s demographics, economic
growth projections, and its leading
position in global oil production and
reserves, urging participants to engage
with the rich culture and hospitality
of the Gulf people during their stay in
Riyadh. He concluded by emphasizing
the GCC’s commitment to prosperity,
sustainability, and collaboration with

regional and international partners,

wishing participants a productive and
enriching week ahead.
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Keynote Address of H.E. Jasem Mohamed AlBudaiwi, Secretary General of the
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf

Bismillah ar-Rahman ar-Raheem,

Distinguished participants in the
Gulf In-Depth Executive Learning
Program, welcome to Riyadh, the
capital of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the headquarters of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). It
has been my great honor to serve as
its Secretary General since 2023, and
| take immense pride in representing
and working for this esteemed
institution. Allow me to extend
my sincere appreciation to my
esteemed colleague and friend, the
distinguished scholar, Dr. Abdulaziz
Sager, and his dedicated team for
their tireless effort in organizing this
insightful program.

It is a remarkable opportunity to
deepen your understanding of
the Gulf, one of the most dynamic
and inspiring regions in the
world. Regrettably, due to prior
commitments, | am unable to be
with you in person today. However,
as a career diplomat, | can attest that
this program offers an unparalleled
opportunity to build connections
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3isT gy goo 2o (il 2ulAll déhia
aslwll (na Lalallg Lol (G bliall

6 | THEGULFIN-DEPTH - aulAll gai (Gacl @aa




and network for fellow diplomats, a
profession that | hold in the highest
regard.

Recently, the Gulf Research Center
marked its 24th anniversary as a
leading independent think tank
recognized for its excellence. Over
the years, it has curated specialized
research programs that respond
to the evolving opportunities and
challenges of our region. The GRC’s
mission to educate, enlighten, and
promote a deeper understanding of
the Gulf is exemplified by its role as
a hub for free thinking, debate, and
the exchange of experience.

The center believes that knowledge
should be accessible to all, reflecting
the progressive spirit of our region.
Interest in the Gulf region has been
growing steadily across various

dh

The Gulf Research Center has
curated specialized research
programs that respond to the
evolving opportunities and
challenges of our region

90

sectors. | commend your effort to
engagewiththerightentitiesinorder
to gain an in-depth understanding
of the Gulf.

Jg> wilaljill ¢l «awlllg .aallsll
GLipug Lna b @gul @siy gnjgao
dima (nag «nwlaghall ¢llwll (na
(ile ashill gniiSay Jjis Lay jicl
aglifiwl ana ga aalipll laa gl
g-U ggl=ill jgwa yag dlalell cLiil

.ouiw Lagliall

ee

ALl aulall jSpa guys
dying qaly délpnl aagan
AlaLiaNl (uli dnnai
cna Glaaillg gajall Gpreiall
il

90

Joinl Al aylall jSpa gl J$all piaa
(e Lale gypiicg 2yl jgpar 1530
AnlS Gadly @ilsa Laud Igyi «@uwnwli
Lay wyigall aldiwall j$all jSlpa jui
axgan jSjall yups Garallada Jlgh
wuli dnniia aling palp achnl
dbianillg gajoll apiiall GlaliiaVl
JSpall dama wlaiig .adhiall (g
@aall jyjeig jugiillg @uleill ¢(na
JUS o adall adhia Jgo (Gurasll
sl ayp e gaid jS)os qjga
(o I3 dyiwa Alpsll Jaliig gilaillg
135§0g "2 1aall &ayall” Taiay aily)
alitii ¢pAll gaasill g aill gliil (e
He Lay @laiaVl (ngiua ¢na ducgi

THE GULF IN-DEPTH - 1141l gai (Gacl @aa |



Whether from an individual,
corporate, governmental, or private
sector perspective, over the course
of this week, you will be exposed
to a comprehensive overview of
the dynamics that shaped the GCC
countries from historical, political,
economic, and social perspectives.
Politically, the GCC member states
are among the most stable in the

ee

Interest in the Gulf region has
been growing steadily across
various sectors. | commend your
effort to engage with the right
entities in order to gain an in-
depth understanding

world, which strengthens their role
as reliable global energy suppliers.
Nonetheless, our region faces a
number of challenges, as does the
wider world.

Yet, despite these challenges, the
GCC remains unwavering in its
commitment to peace, respect for
international law, and the pursuit of
sustainable development for future
generations. The GCC has been a
significant player both regionally
and internationally. It has actively
engaged with various countries
and regional and international
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organizations, contributing to the
stability of the region and beyond.

The GCC has often taken initiatives
and used dialogue and diplomacy
as primary tools to resolve regional
and international conflicts. Through
these efforts, the GCC has positioned
itself as a key facilitator of peace
and stability in the global arena. |
encourage you to explore the Gulf
Cooperation Council and its pivotal
role in the region.

Established in 1981 as an
intergovernmental organization
uniting six member states - United
Arab Emirates, Kingdom of Bahrain,
Sultanate of Oman, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, State of Qatar, and
State of Kuwait - the GCCiis builton a
foundation of shared characteristics.
Its charter embodies the principles
of brotherly unity, coordination, and
cooperation across all sectors. While
you are in Riyadh, | urge you to take
the opportunity to explore the GCC
countries if possible.

Interacting with the people of the
Gulf is an enriching experience.
Our people are our most valuable
asset, and their hospitality and
cultural traditions are integral to the
regional character. In the spirit of
transparency, | would like to share
some key insights about the progress
and future outlook of the GCC:
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1. The GCC population exceeds 75
million. 47% of the GCC population
is under the age of 30, which means
that our youth are the core of our
human power.

2. The economic growth in the GCC
region is expected to rebound to
2.8% and 4.7% in 2024 and 2025,
respectively.

3. The GCC is ranked first globally in
crude oil production and crude oil
reserves, and leads as the second in
natural gas reserves.

4. Our trade surplus position places
us as the second highest globally. We
are the fifth largest in total exports
worldwide.

5. The GCC holds the ninth position
globally in terms of GDP at current
prices, with a collective GDP
surpassing 2.1 trillion in 2023.
Projections indicate this will escalate
to approximately 6 trillion by 2050.

6. Our combined market value
reached over 4.4 trillion by the end of
2023, making us the seventh largest
globally.

7. The assets of our sovereign funds
exceed 4 trillion, which estimates up
to 34% of the global sovereign fund
assets.
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8.1n 2023, our GDP per capita equaled
36,000 compared to about 12,000
per capita elsewhere in the world.

Finally, ladies and gentlemen,
looking ahead, the GCC remains
committed to ensuring prosperity,
sustainability, and a brighter future
for all through active engagement
and collaboration with both regional
and international partners.

Thank you for your attention, and |
wish you a productive and enriching
week ahead.

To watch the full speech, Click here.
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Opening Remarks & Program Introduction

Dr. Abdulaziz  Sager, Chairman of
the Gulf Research Center (GRC) then
delivered an opening speech, warmly
welcoming the participants and
introducing Prof. Saleh Al-Khathlan,
the Gulf In-Depth Program Director.
Dr. Sager emphasized the significance
of the program in fostering dialogue
and understanding of the Gulf region’s
complexities, encouraging participants
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to immerse themselves in the upcoming
discussions. Prof. Saleh Al-Khathlan then
shared a few words before moderating
the first session of the program titled
«An Overview of the Arabian Gulf’s
Historical Development and the Role of
the Gulf Cooperation Council.»

Aaasipall aldlaill ¢ as)liallg
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PROGRAM SESSIONS

cny=ll oAl cnay)lill jghill ge dale dal
An Overview of the Arab Gulf’s Historical Development

This session was led by Dr. Abdulaziz
Sager, who provided a comprehensive
overview of the historical development
of the Arabian Gulf. Dr. Sager traced
significant milestones overthe past four
decades, particularly highlighting the
achievements of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC). He also underscored the
multifaceted threats that GCC countries
face and discussed potential strategies
for addressing these challenges.

] = B3
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sl ggleill gulaa Jga ¢na dygaiill hiallg twgyl GLasil
Exploring Visions and Plans in the GCC States

The second session, titled «Exploring
Visions and Plans in the GCC States,»
was led by Dr. Tahani Alterkait, Advisor
for Research and Studies, Secretariat
General of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC). She elaborated on the
objectives and distinguishing features
of these plans, as well as the reforms
that have been implemented to foster
growth and development. This session
illustrated the commitment of GCC
states to diversify their economies and
enhance their global competitiveness.

Cllan quill cagilill dawlall  Lal
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Gulf Society as a Driver of Change

The final session of the day, titled
«Gulf Society as a Driver of Change,»
was led by Hoda Al-Helaissi, a former
member of the Shura Council. She
highlighted the transformative effects
shifts
regarding the

of demographic and social
reforms, particularly
empowerment of women and youth.
Al-Helaissi’s insights showcased the
importance of societal engagement in

the region’s development trajectory.

il gl 13 sl agaliall awlall Lal
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auall déhia ¢na gualudl aaudiall wilill @gyll
DAY TWO: THE POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT IN THE GULF REGION

AVE) m.o]chI.b.:mg.d:a.ll

The Gulf in a New World Order

The second day began with the session
titled «The Gulf in a New World Order,»
led by Prof. Saleh Al-Khathlan, Senior
Advisor, at the Gulf Research Center
(GRQ). Prof. Al-Khathlan examined the
shifts in global power dynamics, the
rise of new economic and political
blocs, and their implications for the
Gulf region. The session also explored
how GCC countries are navigating the
complexities of a multipolar world,

balancing their relationships with

traditional allies and emerging powers.
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Public Policy in the Gulf

In the subsequent titled
«Public Policy in the Gulf,» Prof. Suzan

session,

AlQurashi provided an overview of
public policy formulation in the Gulf,
with a specific focus on Saudi Arabia.
Her exploration of the mechanisms
through which policies are developed
and implemented highlighted the
critical role of government institutions

in achieving national development

goals.
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Outlook and Role of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

The day concluded with the session
titled «Outlook and Role of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC),» led by Prof.
Asa’ad AlShamlan, Associate Professor
of Political Science and Director of the
Center for European Studies, Prince
Saud Al Faisal Institute for Diplomatic
Studies.
achievements and ongoing challenges

The session assessed the

of the GCC in fostering cooperation
among member states, while also
addressing its influence on regional

stability and economic integration.
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DAY THREE: THE GULF ECONOMY
aulall (na a@alhll Glguwig jlellg haill
Oil, Gas, and Energy Markets in the Gulf

The third day featured the session
titled «Oil, Gas, and Energy Markets
in the Gulf,» led by Dr. Aisha Al-Sarihi,
Research Fellow, Middle East Institute
(MEI) of the National University of
Singapore (NUS). Dr. Al-Sarihi covered
the context,
significance, and geopolitical factors

historical economic

shaping the Gulf’s energy landscape.
Dr. Al-Sarihi discussed OPEC’s
in influencing global oil prices and

role

supply, as well as the varying strategies
of hydrocarbon production among
Gulf countries. Additionally, Dr. Aisha
explored the impact of decarbonization
efforts on the region and the key factors
driving fluctuations in oil prices and
supplies.

L L oy
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The Gulf in the Global Economic Context

Dr. Omar Al-Ubaydli, Director of
Research, Bahrain Center for Strategic,
International and Energy Studies
(Derasat) followed with the session
titled «The Gulf in the Global Economic
Context.» He examined the Gulf’s
positioning in the global economy,
focusing on its cautious approach
The
challenges in negotiating the GCC-EU
Free Trade Agreement and addressed
Saudi Arabia’s measured engagement
with BRICS, highlighting the Gulf’s
strategy of building relationships with
Russia, India, and China as a hedge

against US dominance.

to alliances. session covered
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Challenges to Economic Diversification in the GCC States

Dr.Raja Almarzoqi, GCCChief Negotiator
& Chief Economic Advisor, Saudi
Ministry of EconomyandPlanning (MEP)
closed the day with the session titled
«Challenges to Economic Diversification
in the GCC States.»
the obstacles and opportunities for

He explored

economic diversification in the region,
stressing the shift from public sector-
led to private sector-led growth. Dr.
Raja highlighted the critical role of
public-private partnerships (PPP) and
institutional reforms in stabilizing the
economy, emphasizing the need for
fiscal discipline through medium-term
budget frameworks and

wealth funds to mitigate volatility from

sovereign

oil revenues. He also discussed Saudi
Arabia’s Vision 2030, which aims to
increase foreign direct investment and
diversify the economy through mega
projects in the non-oil sector, essential
for reducing uncertainty and enhancing

regional competitiveness.

==
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DAY FOUR: THE GULF FOREIGN AND SECURITY ISSUES

sl ggleill gulaa Jgal érialllg dumylall Gluwluwl
The Foreign and Security Policies of the GCC States

On the fourth day, the session titled
«Foreign and Security Policies of GCC
States,» was led by Amnah Ibraheem,
Senior Advisor to the Emergency
Management  Center,  Secretariat
General of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC). She discussed factors influencing
Gulf foreign and security policies, such
as international systems, geography,
diplomatic and strategic resources,
highlighting how the Gulf states have
exerted their influence on the global
stage. The session also touched on the
Gulf’s strategic positioning as global
energy leaders and how they have
demonstrated an innovative approach

to resolving disputes.

vy

f o ¥
i _a n-_. )

aial asliwVl cylal galll @gill (na
gla] jSpo o Jgl jliima qayalp)
ohal aalell ailall (g &njlghll
Jglgiy  dwly  anldll ggls<ill
Jgal ayialllg auylall  Glwluwll”
dwlall dlglii "ecnaadsll ggleill gulaa
Glwludl (e Jigi ill Jalgsll
dda @uall Jgal édyialllg apylall
yjlgallg Lialallg augall aahilll
Jg> pilig @unyiliiwVlg aprwlogliall
Chluwg .agallell @lwll tile 2 ylAll
clha (na a sl aalygll inle cg all
63430 J1S6Y qulall (uiyi G a5 dalhll

alavall Jal

THE GULF IN-DEPTH - 113l gai (Gacl @aa | 21



sl ggleill gulaa Jga ablaiwl :hwgll G pidl ana diialll Glaaill
dyjlall ingdll ga laildlcg
Security Challenges in the Middle East and GCC Responses: The GCC States and
External Powers

Mr. Yousuf Al-Bulushi, a Geopolitical
Analyst followed with the session titled
«Security Challenges in the Middle
East: GCC Responses and Relations with
External Powers.» Al-Bulushi explored
five major issues facing the GCC: the
ongoing conflict in Yemen, the strategic
challenge posed by Israel,
presence in the region, the evolving
situation in Iraq, and the rise of violent

Iran’s

non-state actors. He also emphasized
the importance of maritime security,
highlighting vulnerabilities in key

waterways such as the Bab Al-Mandab
and Hormuz straits.
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Regional Security Structure: GCC Perspectives

Manal Radwan, Senior Advisor at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia,
concluded the day with the session
titled «Regional Security Structure: GCC
Perspectives,» where she explored the GCC
vision for regional security, highlighting
the advantages of the complementarity
of unity in diversity in their foreign policy
approaches to ensure stability and security
for both the region and the world. H.E.
Manal also addressed the GCC’s approach
to diversifying its partnerships with regional
and global actors to address major current
challenges, stressing in this respect that the
resolution of the Palestinian cause remains
as an urgent priority to ensure sustainable
peace and security in the region and the
maintenance of international peace and
security.
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Cultural Site Visit to Diriyah

Participants were then offered a cultural
immersion experience with a site visit to
Diriyah, the historical birthplace of the first
Saudi state, where they explored the At-
Turaif district and enjoyed traditional Saudi

cuisine.
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DAY FIVE: THE GULF MOVING FORWARD
aiullg wnaliall pill :haill a=) La aulAall
The Post-Oil Gulf: Climate Change and the Environment

The final day of the program featured
the session titled «Post-Oil Gulf:
Climate Change and the Environment,»
led by Prof. Waleed Khalil Zubari,
Professor of Water Resources at the
regional Arabian Gulf University (AGU).
The session covered critical topics
including the GCC’s socio-economic
and physiographic context, anticipated
climate change impacts, and the
Water-Energy-Food (WEF) Nexus. Prof.
Zubari also discussed the interlinkages
between WEF securities,the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and the
impact of climate change on the WEF
Nexus. The session further examined
the GCC’s policy responses, emerging
trends like the circular economy, and

future sustainability challenges.
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Understanding the Gulf: The Role of the Media

Abbas, Editor-in-Chief of
Arab News, led the session titled
«Understanding the Gulf: The Role
of Media.» The
the critical role of media in shaping

Faisal J.

session explored

perceptions and understanding of the
Gulf region, both within and beyond
its borders. It also covered effective
regional media strategies to project the
region’s image (brand), and the unique
experiences of Arab News in fostering
narratives.

regional
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Concluding Remarks

The program concluded with a
reflective session summarizing the
key discussions and themes explored
throughout the week. Participants were
encouraged to apply theinsights gained
to their professional and academic
pursuits. Certificates were distributed
by Prof. Saleh Al-Khathlan and Dr.
Ahmed Sager, Vice President of the Gulf
Research Center (GRC), recognizing the
active engagement of participants and
marking the successful conclusion of
the Gulf In-Depth Executive Learning

Program.

Overall, the Gulf In-Depth Executive
Learning Program provided a
valuable platform for networking and
collaboration, enhancing participants’
insights into the multifaceted challenges
and opportunities facing the Gulf region.
By fostering a shared understanding of
these key strategic themes, the program
reinforced the necessity of informed
dialogue and cooperation among the
diverse stakeholders involved in shaping
the future.

To access the full program highlights
video, click here.
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