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WHO WE ARE – About GRC
GRC was founded in July 2000 by Saudi businessman, Dr. Abdulaziz Sager. Dr. Sager's vision 

was to fill an important void and to conduct scholarly, high-quality research on all aspects of 

the wider strategic Gulf region including the GCC countries as well as Iran, Iraq, and Yemen. 

GRC operates on an independent, non-profit basis.

The GRC’s belief is that everyone has the right to access knowledge. As a result, it has made 

all its research available to the general public through publications, workshops, seminars, 

and conferences. As a non-profit organization, GRC injects all income back into new 

programs and activities.
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The success of GRC is based on a wide range of strengths…
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Competencies & Key Facts
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To realize its vision, the GRC focuses on the following objectives:
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Research and Analysis

Training

Events

ConsultancyGRC
Activities

What We Do
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Contributors

In-house & external 
researchers & 
academics 

Community

Those seeking 
knowledge on the Gulf 

region

Capital

Subscription, 
consultancy, sales, 

contributions

Content

Research, news gathering, 
analysis, data collection

Channels

Publications web-based 
material, multimedia, 

events

Contributors from within the GRC
and its network of experts create the 

content, which is then 

disseminated through a variety 

of channels, and made 

available to those interested in 

the study and development of 

the region. In many cases, members 

of the community contribute to 

GRC's research activities, thus 

completing this creative cycle.

Concept
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The Gulf Research Foundation Geneva (GRCF)
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Dr. Abdulaziz 
Sager

Chairman and 
Founder 

Eng. Javaid Iqbal
MD, Knowledge 

Corporation

Dr. Mustafa Alani
Senior Advisor, 

Director
Security and Defense

Research Program

Dr. Ahmed Sager
Vice President of the 

Gulf Research Center

Prof. Giacomo 
Luciani

Senior Consultant
GRC Foundation
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The Gulf Research Centre Cambridge (GRCC)
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Founder 

Dr. John Sfakianakis
Program Director, 
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Former Master - Corpus 

Christi College
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Dr. Abdullah Baabood
Chair of the State of Qatar 

for Islamic Area Studies 
and Visiting Professor, 

School of International 
Liberal Studies, Waseda
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Senior Consultant
GRC Foundation

Dr. Ahmed Sager
Vice President of the Gulf 
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Professor
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University of Cambridge
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Gulf Research Center
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Global Cooperation
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Research and Analysis Overview
The Gulf Research Center’s mission is to further information and
knowledge relating to the Gulf by providing a comprehensive,
independent and credible platform for advanced research on GCC
politics, economics, defense, security and social issues, and their
implications and relevance. The scope of the research programs is
defined in coordination with the GRC Academic Board and is
continuously updated to ensure that the research is in accordance
with current issues of concern.

The GRC undertakes research on all elements impacting policy-
making in the Gulf, including political systems and development,
foreign relations of the Gulf, defense and security issues, the
economy, as well as environmental issues, and the role of energy in
its regional and worldwide dimensions. In each of its research
programs, it is the objective of the GRC and its extensive community
of researchers and contributors to shed light on unexplored issues
and relationships that are and will be of increased importance both
for the Gulf region and the rest of the world.

! B"+/%C&PJ/,(<%"&)P

" ;@"&"N%@)PSP;&/+CEP

# T(M"+P:(+'/<)PSP:%C+(<%"&P

$ ;&U%+"&N/&<(,P3/@L+%<EP

SP3L)<(%&(M%,%<EP

% D",%<%@)PSP3"@%/<EP

& 3/@L+%<EPSPV/?/&)/P

What We Do - Research & Analysis
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Events are a key aspect of the work that GRC carries out because they stimulate collaboration and link GRC into a
worldwide network of leading individuals and research initiatives. Events also play a key role for GRC in the Gulf region
because they promote widespread research efforts among different institutions from within the Gulf and neighboring
regions to heighten awareness of important Gulf-specific issues.

GRC has organized more then 480 events, with more than 10,000 participants to date.
These include a wide range of events related to its research work and of importance to the Gulf Region including:

Our Work- Consultancy
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Gulf Research Center Foundation 
(GRCF) in

Geneva, Switzerland
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GRC has grown from its original Dubai, UAE location to become a global organization with a well-
established worldwide network of offices and partners in both the Gulf region and Europe.

Get in Touch

Gulf Research Centre 
Cambridge (GRCC) in 

Cambridge, UK.

GRC Regional office 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

GRC Regional office 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

GRC European office in
Brussels, Belgium
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